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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of the Claims 

1. Currently, claims 12, 21, and 56-61 are pending in the application. Claims 1-55 were 
pending in the application upon the mailing of the prior action on July 1, 2003. In that action, 
claims 1-1 1, 22, 23, 25-31, and 34-55 were withdrawn as to non-elected inventions; claims 13- 
21, 24, 32, and 33 were rejected; and claim 12 was objected to as dependant on a rejected claim. 
In the Response filed on November 5, 2003, the Applicant cancelled claims 1-11, 13-20, and 22- 
55; amended claims 12 and 21, and added new claims 56-61. 

The pending claims, as amended in the Examiner's Amendment below, are allowed. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on November 5, 2003 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement has been considered by the examiner. 

Objections to the Application 

3. In the prior action, claims 16, 12, 18-21, and 24 were objected to for various 
informalities. In view of the amendments and cancellations to the claims, the objections are 
withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections 
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4. The outstanding rejections to the claims are withdrawn in view of the cancellation or 
amendment thereto. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

5. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 

1 .3 1 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Nancy W. Vensko on December 12, 2003. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 21, the article -- an- has been inserted between the terms "or" and 
"immunogenic" in line 2 of the claim. 

In claim 57, in the phrase "is the immunogenic fragment" in line two of the claim, the 
article "the" has been replaced by the article -- an-- to clarify that the claim reads on any of the 
claimed fragments, rather than on a specific fragment. 

In claim 58, in the phrase "is the immunogenic fragment" in line two of the claim, the 
article "the" has been replaced by the article - an- for the same reason as indicated above with 
respect to claim 57, 

In claim 59, the claim has been amended by inserting the term -one- between the words 
"any" and "of in the phrase "any of Claims 12, 56, 57, and 58" such that the claim depends from 
these claims in the alternative only. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: In view of the 
amendment of the claims to read on polypeptides comprising immunogenic fragments of a 
disclosed sequence, rather than on functionally, but not structurally, defined fragments of SEQ 
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ID NO: 2, the claims as rewritten are found to be allowable in subject matter and over the prior 
art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

7. Claims 12, 21, and 56-61 are allowed. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zachariah Lucas whose telephone number is 703-308-4240. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8 am to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Housel can be reached on 703-308-4027. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-4242 for regular 
communications and 703-872-9307 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0196. 
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